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ECLECTIC THEATRE. 

A PRIVATE dramatic amateur performance 
took place at this well conducted theatre on 
Tuesday, 11th inst., and it is gratifying to us 
to speak of it in complimentary terms. 

The favourite play of the ‘“ Lady of Lyons” 
was the commencement of a very pleasing 
night’s amusement. The part of Pauline was 
acted by Miss Minnie Owen in an artistic 
manner, and who not only looked the charm- 
ing Pauline, but acted it with great skill and 
judgment. She was ladylike, graceful, and 
well acquainted with the text, and she dis- 
played throughout the whole play natural 
pathetic feeling very seldom witnessed in an 
amateur performance. In the well-known 
scene where she is taken to the residence of 
Claude’s mother, she came out in bold relief, 
and gained an enthusiastic call before the 
curtain, to the great delight of a very select 
and respectable audience. Her voice is both 
powerful and clear, and her articulation dis- 
tinct. In short, she has all the necessary 
qualifications for juvenile characters, and her 
acting was a perfect success. Miss Lee as 
Madame Deschappelles, acted the consequen- 
tial old lady with all the formality and pride 
which the character required, and for one so 
young it must be considered a clever assump- 
tion. The Widow Melnotte of Miss Rose 
was also very good, and she looked the 
character extremely well. Mr Swindon was 
the Claude Melnotte. This gentleman possesses 
a fise manly figure, and his acting was 
marked by great attention to the text, making 
all the points tell well with the audience, and 
he received a just reward by the applause 


that followed. Mr Curle, a useful and clever! 





and was capitally acted. Of Mr J. Owen in 
the character of Myles-na-Coppaleen, we are 
enabled to speak in the highest terms of 
commendation, his acting being both natural 
and highly comic. His Irish brogue wasj ex- 
cellent, and in every scene he met with in- 
creased applause. He looked the part iv 
every respect, and his singing added to the 
increase of the unanimous applause. ‘The 
Danny Mann of Mr Leonard was a fine and 
careful delineation of the part. Mr Bertrand 
as the son of Mrs Cregan, was well suited to 
the character, and acted with praiseworthy 
ability. The other characters were efficiently 
filled by Messrs Vernon, Blake, Anewick, 
Howe, Wilkinson, Johnstone, and Taylor. Miss 
Minnie Owen was a clever and interesting 
Eily O'Connor, and Mesdames Rose, Lee, Flo- 
rence Norman, and Fairweather filled their 
characters with great care and praiseworthy 
ability. 

The scenery and all the appointments re- 
flect the greatest credit we can bestow upon 
the proprietor of the hall, and both Mr and Mrs 
Flexman are deserving of the amateurs’ thanks 
for the excellent arrangements during the even- 
ing’s amusement, which passed off with com- 
plete success, 


BLENHEIM HALL, 
CHALK FARM ROAD. 

On Thursday last we were very well euter- 
tained at the above hall by the performance of 
Miss Herbert’s pupils. This lady appears tu 
be well qualified as a teacher in the dramatic 
art, and we observe a great improvement in 
several of her principal students. 

A smart and well written farce was performed 








actor, doubled the part of Gaspar and Des-| entitled “ Aunt Charlotte’s Maid,” tbe principal 


chappelles, 


sonified, and the acting altogether was 
decided success. 


The Damas of Mr Cantwell, and 
the Glavis of Mr Blake, were very fairly per- 
a‘ would have been highly appreciated at a regu- 


parts of which were sustained very cleverly by 
Miss Ada Clifton and Mr Toms, whose acting 


lar theatre. They were ably supported by Mr 


Between the play and the afterpiece Miss| Ray and Miss Bruce, both of whom we observe 
Matthews sang two songs; that on going up| have made great progress since we saw them 


in a balloon was immensely applauded. 


The drama of the “Colleen Bawn” followed, | 


last. 
A new comic sketch (quite original) was then 
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introduced for the purpose of giving Miss Her- 
bert an opportunity of displaying her versatile 
talents, and which proved how able she is to 
instruct young people. Her acting, singing, 
dancing, and elocution gave evident proofs that 
she has all the necessary qualifications. 





BIJOU THEATRE, BAYSWATER. 
KENSINGTON PARK DRAMATIC CLUB. 


AMONGST the many amateur dramatic clubs 

there are none, perhaps, more respectable than 

the above club, who gave a performance at the 

Bijou Theatre on Monday, 10th inst. This 

club was established in 1863, and has been re- 

organised by the indefatigable exertions of Mr 

Nicholls (a gentleman of much experience, and 

well versed in theatrical matters). It is a too 

frequent occurrence that amateurs aim at ac- 

complishing more than their resources will ad- 
mit of, as in the present instance, when such a 
play as “ Romeo and Juliet” was chosen, and 
the only reason we can assign for the task is 
that it was to give a young lady, who possesses 

undoubted ability, an opportunity of performing 
the character before an enlightened and respec- 
table audience, where she could stand the test 
of criticism and have the advantage of gaining 
confidence for the future. The young and clever 
debiitante, Miss Lizzie Wheeler, appeared for the 
first time on the present occasion in the arduous 
character of Juliet. In person she is about the 
middle stature of females and well proportioned, 
with a keen eye, pleasing and expressive fea- 
tures, a voice that is rather powerful than other- 
wise, and her elocution is good. She had 
formed a proper conception of the character and 
carried it out in her acting with evident study 
and perseverance. The Balcony Scene was 
very effectively acted, also the playful scene 
with the nurse, likewise the Chamber Scene, 
where she takes the sleeping draught, and all 
the soliloquies were rendered with feeling and 
point. The audience, although rather cold at 
first in rewarding her with that kindly feeling 
she was deserving of, at last, when she made 
such an impression upon their feelings, rewarded 
her with genuine plaudits. Miss Beresford, 
although looking rather too young, played the 
Nurse very respectably. Mr Bertrand did his 
best in the part of Romeo, and Mr Nicholls as 
Friar Laurence was very effective, giving the 
text with powerful and expressive feeling, and 
being well made up for the character, he went 
through it with great credit. Mr Hinton, in 
the part of Capulet, showed the importance of 
the character. We do not remember it to have 
been in abler hands. The scene with Juliet, 
where he declares his will as to her marriage 
was given in a most powerful and artistic 
manner, and roused the audience to applaud. 
Mr Seymour’s Mercutio was spirited and good 
by bits, but we did not like his reading ofQueen 
Mab. He rattled through it too fast. 

Prior to the play a comic sketch by Mr H. 
Seed was produced. [tis a clever little gem, 
full of point and bumour, and was admirably 
acted by him and Miss Lizzie Dudley. The 
theatre was well attended by a very respectable 


It being very late we did not see the conclu. 
ding farce. Mr Harrison (of Bow-street) sup- 
plied the dresses, and Mr Wickens was the 
perruquier, 


In literary circles in Brussels it is believed 
that Victor Hugo has at least a 12 novels ready 
for the press, but that he publishes them only 
at long intervals, in order to obtain as large 
copyrights for them as possible, 

Heroic Conduct of a Boy.—The Royal 
Humane Society having determined to add a 
clasp to the silver medallion they award in 
cases of saving life, where the recipient risks 
his life a second time, the first of these clasps 
has been conferred on a boy named Joseph 
Blacker, of her majesty’s ship Nelson, who, 
although only fourteen years of age, has 
succeeded in saving the lives of three persons 
in a period of little more than six months. 





———___. g——_—_— 

Art Beaufort House this Wednesday, the second 
amateyr dramatic performance in behalf of the 
funds of the South Middlesex Volunteers will take 
place. The farce of ‘‘ Diamond Cut Diamond,” 
the comedy of “‘ The Poor Gentleman,” and “* Be- 
hind Time” are selected for presentation. 

Mz D, J. Smithson, with whose name the ma- 
jority of our readers must be familiar, will give an 
Entertainment of Readings and Music, &c., at 
Shaftesbury Hall, Notting-hill, on Monday next ; 
when he will be assisted by Signor Julian Masi, 
Madame Vandeleur Smithson and Mademoiselle 
Turunski. 

Mrs Dauncry-MaskesLL’s Reapinas.—We beg 
to remind our readers that this gifted artiste will 
give one of her popular and fashionable entertain- 
ments at the Hanover Square Rooms on Friday 
evening, and that the selections will comprise 
Poe’s ‘* Bells,” Schiller’s ‘ Diver,” Mackay’s 
“Dream of the Reveller,”” Hood’s ‘‘Miss Kilman- 
segg,”’ and several Ingoldsby Legends and Bon 
Gaultier’s Ballads, so that an intellectual treat 
and crowded hall may be safely anticipated. 

It is stated that Sir M. Costa has undertaken, 
at the request of the Princess Royal, to write a 
national anthem for Prussia. 

Madlle, Beatrice will shortly make her appear- 
ance at the Britannia Theatre. 

The earliest novelty at the Holborn Theatre, 
under Mr Barry Sullivan’s management, will bea 
new tragic play by the author of “ London Poems.” 
Mr Robert Buchanan is already known to play- 
goers by his tragedy of ‘‘ The Witchfinder,” pro- 
duced some years ago at Sadler’s Wells. 

Tatu Writinc.—A Down East newspaper, des- 
cribing a recent fire, says :—“About this instant of 
time the rear-wall in the back edifice came down 
dash, with a stunning crash, which shook ‘all 
Nater’ in the neighbourhood, and the fire-fiend, grin- 
ning with malignant glee, kicked his heels about the 
rear portion of the stores and clerks’ offices adjoining 
the deflagrating structures.” : 

New Lexineton, Ohio, has a postmaster who 1s 
said to be a druggist and dentist. He also keops 
a grocery, dry goods store, is a_ silversmith, 
jeweller, painter, cabiuet maker, and when times 
gets a little dull, gets out a patent for some inven- 
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SADLER’S WELLS. 


On Wednesday last a complimentary benefit 
was given to Miss Bessie Harrison at this 
theatre by a choice selection of professionals, and 
some of the best amateurs selected from the 
Garrick, Buckingham, and other first-rate 
amateur clubs. The pieces selected were the 
farce entitled, “‘ Up Stairs and Down Stairs,” the 
favourite comedy of ‘London Assurance,” and the 
‘“‘ Maid and the Magpie,” a most excellent selec- 
tion, which went off with eclat. The theatre was 
well attended, and it is a long time since the 
walls of old Sadler’s Wells contained so brilliant 
and fashionable an audience. After the farce, 
which was wellacted, the comedy of “ London 
Assurance ” commenced, the characters all being 
in the hands of experienced artistes. The part 
of Sir Harcourt Courtley was undertaken by Mr 


E. Boulton, a member of the Garrick Club. His |, 


assumption of the aristocratic old beau was 
admirably acted, and he received the well-earned 
plaudits of the admiring audience. Mr Lewis 
was well up in the part of Harkaway, and looked 
the old English Squire to a T. He was hearty 
and jolly, and did great justice to the character. 
Mr Williams, as Charles Courtley, was rather too 
subdued in the first act, but as he proceeded he 
warmed up in the character, and the scene where 
he first meets with his father, and is introduced 
in another name, was well conceived and acted, 
also where he is disguised, and the interview with 
Grace Harkaway, told well with the audience. 
Mr Daly, as Dolly Spanker, acted with genuine 
comic humour; he was exeellent in the soene 
after the Dinver party, and assumed a conse- 
uence Over his wife with an air of manly spirit 
that was very clever, and {quite original. The 
part of Dazzle was very well played by Mr 
Sawyer, who 1s always well up in the part be 
assumes, and he never fails to amuse. In this 
instance we thought he did not seem to be at 
home in the part, for he did not make the charac- 
ter sufficiently lively and careless, that is to say 
he seemed to be studyingin the room of buoyancy, 
consequence, and agitation ; notwithstanding this 
he was gentlemanly, and made the character very 
amusing. Mr Forster, as Mark Meddle, had a 
good conception of the busy lawyer, and in 
some respects rather over-acted it; he was fre- 
uently inaudible in the dress circle, playing at 
the extreme end of the stage. However, he 
caused immense laughter, and got through the 
character very creditably. When Mr Hargrave 
plays the part of Coole again we advise him to be 
a little more animated, for he was cold to a 
degree, almost at the freeziog point. Mr Toms 
did the small part of Isaac justice. The female 
characters were admirably supported ; there was 
very considerable merit in the acting of Miss 
Bessie Harrison as Lady Gay Spanker; she was 
gay, lively, sparkling, and lady-like, and there 
was a freshness in her style and manner which 
gave a great relief to the other portions of the 
play ; she was heartily welcomed by the audience, 
and appeared in good spirits, although evidently 
suffering from a bad cold. Miss C. Weston 
played Grace Harkaway with great propriety and 
intelligence, and received a large share ofapplause; 
and the part of Pert was done justice toby Miss 





E. May. The whole of the characters were 
called before the curtain at the conclusion, and 
Miss Bessy Harrison had a shower of bouquets. 
The burlesque went off extremely well. Miss 
Lizzie Harrison, as Ninette acted, danced, and 
saug in her usual sprightly style, and was loudly 
applauded and encored. Misses Carden and 
Blackwood came in for their share of applause; 
likewise Misses Stuart and Nellie Harrison. Mr 
Braithwaite, as Fabrizio, was well suited to the 
character ; and Mr Woolcottneale was a capital 
Isaac. Messrs Moore and Robert brought up 
the rear very creditably, and the burlesque was a 
capital finish to an excellent night’s entertain- 


‘ment. 





On Saturday, Mr Richard Edgar, jun., opened 
the above theatre for a limited number of nights, 
with a very efficient company, amongst which is 
a Miss Denin, a celebrated actress from America, 


‘who is considered a star of the first magnitude in 


the interesting drama of “ East Lynne.” 





THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 


Mr Pennington, formerly in the army in the 
Crimea, has been occupying this stage during the 
past ten days. He is a good reader, but his voice 
is frequently unmusical. Mr Pennington has, of 
course, a great deal to learn yet. In time, he will 
be a tolerable stock actor, but he will never be a 


great one. 


Fra Diavot. 
Se) 
Tue French Academy has awarded the 
poetry prize of 3,000f. to M. Edouard 
Gremier for his poem upon the Jews of the 


' East. 


PRECEDENT IN THE Mayor or Cork’s 
Case.—In 1715 Thomas Hawksley, the then 


‘Mayor of Nottingham, drank the health of the 


Old Pretender on his knees in his own house. 
A waiter named Mather turned informant, and 
the result was that the Mayor was deposed, 
and one Wilkinson put in his room; an 
imprisonment of a year in the house of Correc- 
tion was inflicted, and a fine of £1‘000 imposed. 
He appealed to the Court of King’s Bench, but 
only to find his loss mount up to £3,000, and 
his servitude confirmed. 

Tue first sign of future greatness which the 
first Emperor Napoleon showed was an essay, 
for which he obtained the prize offered by the 
Academy of Lyons, on *‘ The Principles and 
Sentiments which itis most important to in- 
culcate in order to promote Man’s Happiness.” 
Steps are about to be taken by the authoities 
in France, under the sanction of the present 
Emperor, to obtain and publish this interesting 
document. 

Ong way of Puffing a Newspaper.—The news that 
the New Paris paper the “ Papp ” has already been 
prosecuted is contradicted by the semi-official Paris 

ress, and characterised as a malicious invention 
destined to attract attention toa journal which the 
Government is said to regard with “ sublime indiffer- 
ence. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Notice To Sscretaries oF AmAreuR Dramatic 
Ciuns.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary's name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

A. Westsroox.—Previous and very important en- 
gagements {prevented us being able to attend 

© performance. 

L. Toms.—Subscription has been received with 
thanks. 

S. H.—The article shall have our best consideration. 
Owxn.—The copies will be forwarded with thanks. 

J. Simpson.—We have no knowledge of the person 
you name. 

X. Y. Z.—We are not in want of such assistance at 
present. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines ls. Od. 
Fight . . ‘ ‘ ‘ r ls. 6d. 
Twelve . ° ° ° ° P 2s. Od. 
Twenty . ° ° ° ° 2s. 6d. 


Across the back . , é é 1s .extra. 

Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o’clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
List of Agents for the sale of the ‘ Theatrical 
Journal.”’ 

Vickers, 317, Strand. 

Lacy, 89, Strand. 

Stevens, 42, Tottenham Court Road. 

Harris, Blackfriars Road. 

Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 

Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 

Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho, 

Hopcroft, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn. 

King, Arlington Street, Islington. 

Stevens, Goswell Street. 

Potter, St John’s Street Road, 

Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 

Dix, King’s Cross Road. 

Cox, Drury Lane. 

Bell, St John’s Street Road. 

Sheard, 7, St. John-street, Smithfield. 

James Roberts, 195, Shoreditch. 

Walters, Bell-yard, Temple Bar. 

B.jW.; Watkins, 53, Cirencaster-place, Portland-rd. 
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MACREADY, THE REGENERATOR OF 
THE DRAMA. 


BY “GAMMA.” 


CHAPTER XIII. 

In addition to the talented troupe of his first 
season (1841—2) at D.L., Mr Macready engaged 
Mrs Nisbett, Madame Vestris, Mr C. Mathews, 
&c., so that to enable one to judge of the extra- 
ordinary strength of his company I subjoin a list 
which speaks for itself :— 

Macready, Anderson, Phelps, G. Bennett, 
Lynne, Elton, Ryder, Compton, Keeley, C. 











athews, Allen, Hudson, W. Bennett,} Lambert, 
H. Phillips, Stretton, S. Jones, Selby, ©. J. 
Smith, Redfern, Serle, Yarnold. Mesdames Nis- 
bett, Vestris, Warner, Stirling, Keeley, P, Horton, 





Romer, Fairbrother, Gould, Grant, Fortescue, 

Ellis, C. Jones and H. Faucit. The opening 

piece Oct. 1, 1842, was “ As you like it,” a most 

delicious and refreshing production. After the 

National Anthem, which was magnificently sung, 

aloud call was made for the lessee, who on hig 

appearance, received the usual -vociferous and 

hearty acclamations. It should be noted that in 
al) his Shaksperian revivals Mr Macready adhered 

to the text of the author. As Rosalind Mrs Nis- 

bett acted in the true spirit of comedy. Mrs 

Stirling was Celia, Miss Phillips Phebe, and Mrs 

Keeley Audrey, and an inimitable Audrey too. 

Phelps Adam, Keeley Touchstone, and Anderson 
Orlando, Ryder the Banished Duke, Compton 
William, and Macready Jaques! Nothing could 
possibly exceed the strength of this cast, nor the 
loveliness of the scenes. The farce of the “Attic 

Story” was produced for Madame Vestris and 

C. Mathews, “ The Follies of a Night,” “Marino 
Faliero,” “Acis and Galatea,” ‘“ Hamlet,” and 

“ The Rivals,” varied the week’s performances. 
The latter comedy was indeed a treat. Mr Lam- 
bert, an excellent Sir Anthony, made his debut, 
and was rather nervous, but took his position at 
once as a talented actor of old men; Phelps was 
Falkland, Anderson Capt. Absolute, Hudson Sir 
Lucius, Compton David and C. Mathews Fag! 
Miss H. Faucit was a sweetly-sentimental Julia. 
At this time Mr Macready had to compete with 
Adelaide Kemble and MrsAlfred Shaw, who were 
warbling in ‘“* Semiramide” at the rival house, 
assisted by Leffler and Giubilei. On the off-nights 
too Vandenhoff and his daughter were starring at 
Covent Garden in Coleman’s ** Jealous Wife ;” 
also in the ‘* Hunchback” and ‘“ The Strangers,” 
supported by Harley, Cooper, Bartley, Mrs Hum- 
by, Miss Lee and Miss Phillips, by no means a 
weak company, but the great tragedian possessed 
actors and actresses of first-rate ability, who re- 
presented every minor character to the best ad- 
vantage. C. G., however, had Wigan for French- 
man; also Mrs Orger and Mrs W. Lacy. The 
next week brought with it the revival of “ The 
Road to Ruin,” Phelps playing’ Old Dornton in 
a manner second to Munden. Anderson Young 
Dornton, C. Mathews Goldfinch, Sulky Lambert, 
Mrs C. Jones the widow Warren, and Mrs Stirling 
Sophia. 

The following Monday ‘ King John” was put 
on the stage with great pomp and completeness of 
accessory, Beethoven’s martial symphony pre- 
luding the play. In this magnificent History, 
Mr Macready surpassed even his former revivals ; 
we will not enumerate the several new scenes 
painted and constructed for this superb piece, but 
the reader, d/aisé perhaps with the modern decora- 
tions of the stage, may yet imagine the frowning 
battlements of Angiers, the encamped fields, 
Northampton Castle and dungeons, Swinstead, 
the Abbey of St Edmund’s Bury, &c. Miss H. 
Faucit’s Constance was a very exquisite delinea- 
tion of maternal grief, Miss Newcombe was 
Arthur, Miss Ellis Elinor; Anderson Falcon- 
bridge, Phelps Hubert, Elton Salisbury, Graham 
King Philip, Ryder Pandulph and Hudson the 
Daughin! Macready’s whisper to Hubert, “A 
grave,” his warlike bearing, his by-play, his phy- 
sical sufferings when poisoned were all fine 
samples of his great power. 
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The laughable farce of ‘*‘ The Eton Boy” was 
produced for Keeley, C. Mathews, Mrs Stirling 
snd Mrs Selby. 

In November, Dryden’s “ King Arthur” at a 
cst of £3000 was brought out, with Purcell’s 
gusic. A pitiful squabble occurred prior to the 
production of this opera, which resulted in the 
cession of Madame Vestris and Mr C. Mathews 
fom the ranks of D. L. They were engaged at 
) guineas a week to assist in the general har- 
nony of the representations ; the lady, however, 
thought that her casts were not calculated to set 
her talents off to the best advantage ; she suffered 
fom repeated colds, which prevented her from 
singing her ballads, and the theatre was closed 
three nights, to rehearse ** King Arthur” without 
Madame Vestris, who did not fancy the part of 
Venus in that opera, and who consequently mi- 
grated with her husband to the Haymarket. 
Nothing could excel the gorgeousness of the 
mounting of Purcell’s Opera; it was uniformly 
goken of in terms of unqualified admiration. 
Anderson was King Arthur, Graham King of 
Kent, Miss P. Horton Phididel and the lovely 
Mrs Nisbett Emmeline, Arthur’s blind fiancee, 
who follows the King’s fortunes, and whose sight 
jseventually restored. The.Camp of the Saxons 
ind British, the mailed followers of Arthur rush- 
ing to battle, amid the chorus of “ Britons, 
strike home,” and the Apotheosis of Britannia 
were scenic displays of rare perfection. The 
gties of masques included the enchanted wood 
ind demons’ heads through the foliage, the visions 
of Flora, the regions of Frost, and Merlin’s vision. 
Miss Romer was Cupid and Miss Fairbrother a 
Venus of exquisite symmetry; a more beautiful 
girl than the theatrical printer’s sister (who 
captivated the heart of a person of the highest 
tank of the land) was not to be found on the 
silage. 








(To be continued.) 
—_———__—_g—_—__—. 
POPULAR ACTRESSES.—XVIII. 





MRS. SIDDONS. 


Tus unparalleled tragedienne, whose extraor- 
linary abilities are only known familiarly to a few 
dderly readers of the JoURNAL, and to such play- 
goers as are now septuagenarians, and by tradition 
tothe younger portion of society, was the daughter 
of Roger Kemble, the manager of an itinerant 
tompany of players, and was born at Brecknock, 
01755. Sbe commenced her theatrical career as 
isinger, but soon relinquished that line, and 
tempted tragedy, for which she was eminently 
fitted by figure, character of countenance, and 
tage ability. 

The correct portraying of the action of the pas- 
ions is held to be the most difficult part of the 

tor’s profession and is of extremely rare attain- 
nent. ‘The family of Roger Kemble were born 
ith this rare gift. 

Sarah Kemble soon gave proofs of her skill in 
agic acting, but was not suffered by her father 
gather the reputation to which she was entitled 
y her talents. While in her 15th year she fell 
in love with a young man, who was an actor of 
llwork in ber father’s company; her parents 
iscouraged her stage performances and placed 











her as lady’s maid with a lady in Warwickshire. 
In her 18th year she was married to Mr Siddons. 
For several years they played together with suc- 
cess, but as it was only in secondary characters 
that she was allowed to appear, her extraordinary 
powers lay dormant. The was so admired at Bath 
that the Duchess of Devonshire obtained an en- 
gagement for her at Drury Lane, where she ap- 
peared in 1782 as Isabella. The public were 
astonished at her powers. She was acknowledged 
the first tragic actor of the stage. Tragedy became 
fashionable. As Belvidera, she exalted her fame 
and increased her fortune. The barristers presen- 
ted her with a purse of 100 guineas, It was not 
only as an actress that Mrs Siddons shone; she 
was an excellent sculptor ; among her best works 
of the chisel are 2 medallion of herself, a bust of 
her brother John as Coriolanus, a study of Brutus, 
and a bust of President Adams. 

For upwards of 25 years, she enchanted all lovers 
of the drama, both in London and the provinces. 
An Edinboro’ essayist remarks that she was not 
only the greatest performer that ever existed, but 
that perhaps ever will exist. The assemblage of 
qualities, bodily and mental, which are required 
to constitute a first-class tragediau, is of the most 
rare and admirable kind. These she possessed. 

To a countenance of the utmost beauty, she 
added a figure of commanding stature and perfect 
symmetry. Her movements were majestic, her 
attitudes easy, graceful and striking; her voice, 
always musical, had tones of passion which thrilled 
through. the very soul ; but, above all, the magic 
of her eye, the play of her countenance, were such, 
that she could express every shade of thought or 
feeling without utterance, and some of her por- 
traitures of silent passion were among her greatest 
efforts. Her judgment was so unerring, her con- 
ception of character so just and so profound, 
that she communicated even to the noblest crea- 
tions something more noble. Tragedians are apt 
to become bombastic or ungraceful ; not so our 
heroine ; such was the flexibility of her bodily 
powers that they kept pace with the highest con- 
ceptions of her mind. In the vehemence of 
passion, her countenance was never distorted ; in 
her performance, in short, it was impossible to de- 
tect a fault. 

Mrs Siddons became rich, and left the stage in 
1812. She played once for her brother Charles’s 
benefit in 1816, and a few nights in Edinboro’ for 
her daughter-in-law. She died June 8, 1831. 

Lady Macbeth was the character Mrs Siddons 
sustained for her farewell of the stage, and so 
completely was the attention of the audience en- 
wrapped in the heroine of the night, that the 
performance was not allowed to proceed after her 
final exit. 

In 1816, when she played three or four times, 
her articulation, from loss of teeth, became greatly 
impaired, and reminded a wag of the period of the 
reply made by the aged Quin to his friend Ryan 
who wished him to act Falstaff :—“ What, now ? 
no, no, I'll not whistle Falstaff for anybody \”— 


(To be continued.) 





We have been requested to state that the name 
of the pretty little lady who danced so gracefully 
in “ The Field of the Cloth of Gold” at Astley’s is 
Miss Thompson. 
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*Oversoarp!”—The correspondent of 
the Times thus describes the parting of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales from the King 
and Queen of Greece, and a mournful 
incident which occurred immediately after- 
wards. The King and Queen, the Prince 
and Princess, came up and wakled slowly 
towards the gangway where the barge was 
waiting. There was a touching farewell. 
The Princess retired below, but the Prince 
stopped on the poop and watched the lights 
on the receding shore. It was a night of 
exquisite beauty ; the sea was like a sheet 
of glass, and shone in the light of the moon 
with amazing brilliancy. We were about 
three-quarters of an hour out from the har- 
bour. Acloud stole over the face of the 
moon, and the ship went on through a 
darkened sea with no sound audible save the 
throbbing of the screw and the gurgle of the 
waves astern. Suddenly we heard a ‘“‘smack’”’ 
of some flat substance against the water. 
There was a sudden movement on the deck 
near the mizen shrouds, and the terrible cry 
‘A man overboard!” came clear and strong 
above the stamp of feet on the deck, as the 
Prince called out, ‘‘ What is that ?” in allu- 
sion to the first noise that was heard. 
Away went the lifebuoy, but as it touched 
the water it capsized and the light went out. 
The second lifebuoy was let go at once, and 
floated away astern with its light blazing in 
the wake of the ship. Weall rushed to the 
traffrail and gazed anxiously into the dark- 
ness. Not a sound, not a speck. The 
Ariadne was stopped at once ; in a few se- 
conds her lifeboat, in charge of Lieutenant 
Murray, was pulling hard and fast towards 
the lifebuoy. All looked on in silence, till 
at last one said, ‘‘The light is bobbing. 
Thank God, he’s saved.” And then there 
was a silence once more. Ten minutes 
passed. ‘‘Can you see the boat?” “ Yes, 
sir, here it comes. They have got the 
buoys.” ‘Quartermaster, see if there is 
anyone in the boat with the crew.” ‘I 
can’t make out that there is, sir.’ The 
cloud sailed away from the moon, and the 
boat approached towing the lifebuoys over 
the silvery sea. How the eyes were strained 
through every glass. You could hear your 
neighbour’s heart beat. And then the 
captain sang out clear, ‘‘ Have you got him?” 
There was a sickening moment before the 
reply came back ; it was ‘‘ He’s lost, sir!” 
There was a murmur on the poop, and from 
the cabin window astern we heard a wo- 
man’s voice asking ‘ Is he saved?” and 
once more the answer, which sounded almost 
stern in its abruptness, of the officer, ‘‘ He’s 
lost, ma’am,” was returned across the water. 
And all this time we knew not who it was. 


—— 





But there was an inquiry now, andit turne] 
out that it wasa boy named Burke who was 
gone. By the description I fancy it was the 
lad I had noticed the previous Sunday a 
service in the front row of the ship’s boys, 
and leading the singing—a fair-haired, 
blue-eyed, pleasant-looking boy. “(py 
ahead!” Pull speed !”" 


MirEers.—Sir Henry Elwes died possessed 
of a fortune estimated at a quarter of a million, 
yet his total annual expenditure was supposed 
not to exceed one hundred and ten pounds, the 
chief sustenance of his household being game 
and fish. His nephew John succeeded to the 
whole of the property, and a worthy inheritor 
he proved himself. He indulged in gambling, 
The stakes he played for were as high as his 
antagonists chose to go, and it not unfrequently 
happened that, after risking thousands of 
pounds in the early part of the night, he would 
leave the table and go straight to Smithfield to 
sell his own cattle, and haggle with a butcher 
about a shilling. The electors of Berkshire 
returned him to Parliament in three succesive 
Parliaments. His journeys to and from London 
were always performed on horseback, and he 
took care, in making them, to choose the road 
which had the fewest turnpikes, and to avail 
himself of every bit of greenswaad by the road- 
side to save his horse’s shoes. He _ never 
bought any clothes and those he wore would 
never have been mended if somebody had not 
looked after them; and as for his shoes, he 
he would never allow them to be cleaned from 
fear of them being worn out the sooner. He 
grudged every penny he spent for food or any- 
thing elee, and yet he was generous at times 
to an extent that nobody would have imagined. 
A Major Tempest who has become acquainted 
with him, had an opportunity to buying a step 
in bis regiment, but he had not got the money. 
Old Elwes, hearing of it, without solicitation 
sent him the money, never asking for repay- 
ment or security. 





Tue Gardens.—Cremorne, Highbury, and 
North Woolwich Gardens may be said to have 
commenced the season on Monday. Out-door and 
in-door amusements were plentifully supplied 
by their respective proprietors.—The Royal Hor- 
ticultural’ Gardens were opened on Monday, 
by payment of a small entrance fee. The Band 
of the Royal Horse Guards performed selections 
of popular music. 


Mr Brittain Wright, the popular actor at the 
New Standard Theatre, announces his benefit for 
Wednesday (to-day), on which occasion MrPhelps 
will appear as Manfred. Other novelties are 
also promised. Mr Wright is so great a favourite 
and so generally respected, that no doubt can be 
entertained as to his benefit proving a bumper. 


Gnrazat books are dead men, yet glorified ones ; an 
their pupils will ever hold themselves as their living 
relatives. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and Treasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W.S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C. J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all a oe are to be made. 
CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 
day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 
lion-street, Holborn, WC. R.S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury, Stage Manager, Mr T. E. Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 
SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A. Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 
got! Dramatic Club meets every Monda 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, 


even- 
itzroy- 


quare. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 


pee Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
§ 


ting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win, A. 

ey, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8, Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wi ay evening. 

RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 

Kingsland-road ; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 

Medlicott, Stage Manager. mney with references, 

to be made to F’, Small, jun., Secretary, £6, Albert-road, 


Dalston. 
HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Friday 
evening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 o’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
E. Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. 





AFTERNOON COSTUME RECITALS 
AT ST. GEORGE'S HALL. 


Any form of entertainment, of a Shaksperian 
character, is to be welcomed, and we therefore 
had much pleasure in attending the recitals by 
Miss Bouverie, Mr Ryder, &c., at the above hall. 

The first selection consisted of the reading of 
Macbeth’s letter ; Lady Macbeth inciting her 
husband to murder Duncan, and the scene in 


‘B which the conscience-stricken woman walks in 


her sleep; and again, in imagination, goes through 
the terrible scenes in which she had previously 
taken part. We think the Dagger Scene should 
have been given also, as then the Plot would have 
been understood, so far, by those present not 
having read the tragedy, and the selection would 
have more interested those acquainted with the 
text. In these different scenes Miss Bouverie 
fas Lady Macbeth was fairly successful, though 
rather wanting in dignity and force in sustaining 
this difficult character, but earnest study and 
practice will most likely remedy these defects. 
The best passage given by the Lady was that 
beginning— 

“ T have given suck, and know 

How tender ’tis to love the babe that milks me.”’ 

Mr Ryder, as Macbeth, we thought somewhat 

tame in the little part he took in the scenes ; his 
manner and expression when he first met his 


_ [wife after the prophetic greeting of the weird 


sisters did not warrant her in saying— 
“Your face, my thane, is as a book where men 
May read strange matters.” 
We did not greatly admire his delivery of the 
splendid soliloquy— 





“Tf it were done! ”’ 


Possibly having so small a share in this recital 
he had not warmed in the part enough, as the 
actors express it. 

The next selection was from “ As you like it,” 
being scenes between Orlando and Rosalind. In 
these Miss Bouverie was much more at home 
than in Lady Macbeth. She acted with great 
spirit, and was compelled to repeat the song, and 
there cannot be the least doubt that she will be 
most successful in comedy. 

Mr Gaston Murray, as Orlando, delivered the 
words set down for him very well, but he did not 
look the love-sick youth. 

Scenes from ‘' King John” followed, Miss 
Bouverie appearing as Constance, Mr Ryder 
doubling the parts of King Philip and Hubert. 
Miss Bouverie’s pourtrayel of the grief of the 
unfortunate widow was full of animation, although 
it wanted pathos and intensity. 

Mr Ryder’s scene with Prince Arthur was a 
great improvement on his Macbeth, and he was 
enthusiastically recalled at its termination. Miss 
Bouverie had also to appear several times during 
the recitals. 

We were much gratified at the great attention 
paid to the selections by a highly respectable 
audience. A prior engagement prevented us 
seeing the scenes from the ** Hunchback.” 


Hottoway’s Ointment and Pill.—A large and 
important class of society suffers year after year 
and have life robbed of half its pleasures, through 
subjection to some cutaneous complaint readily 
remediable by Holloway’s treatment. His won- 
derful productions have now become so appre- 
ciated in every part of the world, that they form 
a@ complete household treasure. The worst 
ulcers, wounds, and every kind of skin diseases 
for which so many remedies have been tried with- 
out effect, readily succumb to their power ; they 
act miraculously on the system as to be considered 
a complete phenomenon in the healing art. For 
this reason they are advocated by many modern 
practitioners, after everything else has proved 
unsuccessful. 





TO AMATEURS. 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. 





ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. —A 
VL Portrait model of WILLIAM SHEWARD (of 
Norwich) has been added to the Chamber of Horrors. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d.—Open in the morning from elevena.m, 
till ten p.m. 





MHEATRICAL FIT-UP (Portable), Stage, 

Proscenium, Green Curtain, Drop, Scenery, Set, 
Wings, Gas Tubing, all complete, TO BE SOLD a 
bargain. Is erected, or the Advertiser will join. Apply, 
21, Aylesbury-street, Clerkenwell. 


RS DAUNCEY-MASKELL will give Dramatic 

RecitTazs at the HANOVER-SQUARE ROOMS 
on Frrpay evening next, at eight. Tickets, 4s, 2s, and 
ls. Atall the principal Music Sellers, and of Mrs 
Davunory-MaskKELL, 2, St, Leonard’s-place, Gleucester 
Gardens, W. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


I 


in the week. 


AVING been extirely RE-DECORATED,'in an elegant and costly stvle, 
extensive and long-established popularity, arenow OPENED for CONCERT 


HOLBORN, 


worthy in every way of thoi 
and DANCING Pron evening 


THE GRAND BAND, 

Under the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilfiant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 

N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 

Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &. One Shilling 

Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o’clock. 7 











H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs to inform tho 
. Visitors of SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he has opened the whole of the 
NEW REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
at the above ‘Theatre, for the sale of allkinds of Refreshments of a very superior quality, at the following scale of 
rices .— 


Pp 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. per GLASS. 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, in PIN 


BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. 


Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 


BOTTLES, 
PORT, SHERRY, and other WINES, 4d. and 6d. per GLASS. 


YOUNGER’S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GLASS. 
BASS’S PALE ALE, 64. 


OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 


6d. 


CORDILALS 
of every description kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house. 


All kinds of BISCUITS and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every 


CIGARS of the best 


uality, from 2d. upwards 


morning at usual prices, 


ga A now and CONVENIENT REFRESHMENT and RETIRING ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
” the Dress Circle. 





BEST COALS 24s. PER TON, AT 18, 


TYSO STREET, CLERKENWELL. 








PAMPHILION HOTEL, 
2, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. ; 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till }2 


SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
ret: fae ’ "TRIPE, &e. 


—— 


WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. , 
BASS’s Ales; REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
Feotch Ales on | draught. wie harem P od 


TO MANAGERS AND AMATEURS. 


RS WARLOW (late of the Theatres Drury Lane 
and Lyceum) has a first class Wardrobe for hire. 
Town or Country. Terms moderate. 16, Marquis- 
court, Drury-lane, W.C. N.B. Balls and Masquerades. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ait. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 


street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with j 


Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. 5 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an orde? 
for an outfit; <r elegance, economy, and punc- 
ity all studied. 
va yind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street, 





TO AMATEURS OF TALENT, 

R J. SWINDON can arrange with LADIES and 

GENTLEMEN for parts in OTHELLO and 

CARTOUCHE, to be played on June 19th, at a first- 

class LONDON THEATRE. Leads open. , Lerms 

moderate. Address, Mr J, Swinvon, “ Globe,” Derby 
Street, King’s Cross, 


CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 
Licensed by the Lord Chambesiom, ae tie 
ING undergone some improvement may 
“| ae: sy Amateur Clubs. Pupils instructed 








— | embellished, 


OYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington, 
R andthe ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GAR. 
DENS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E. GIOVANNELI— 


Gardens open at 2; inflating the Balloons 2. 30; 
Instrumental concert 3; old English sports 4; 
Natator, the Man Frog, the Marvel 5; 

Grand balloon race, 

In the Theatre, the successful Oliver Twist. 
Dancing on crystal yesiem, Gardens Brilliantly 
Illuminated! Grand display of Fireworks at 10. 

Sixth week and unprecedented success of Mr Charles 
Dickens’s story of OLIVER TWIST, with new 
scenery and marvellous effects. Mr E, Giovannelli as 
the Artful Dodger.—It will be played every evening 
until further notice. Oliver Twist, Miss 
Eliza Hamilton ; the Artful Dodger, Mr E, Giovannelli; 
Mr Brownlow, Mr E. Byrne; Mr Grimwig, Mr E. 
Campbell ; Bill Sykes, Mr C, W. Chamberlain ; Bumbil, 
Mr C. — Fagin, Mr J. Mordaunt ; Charley Bates, 
Mr Wareham; Monks, Mr Sims; Nancy, Miss L. 
Collier; Mrs Corney, Miss Reynolds; Mrs Bedwin, 
Miss M. Stafford. 

Dancing in the grand hall at half-past eight.—Doors 
open at a quarter to seven, performance to commence at 
a quarter-past, 

The beautiful garden, brilliantly illuminated. Open 
every Sunday during the summer season for promenade. 
Admission, by refreshment ticket, Sixpence. 

Important notice: Mr Giovannelli begs most respect- 
fully to request the?stewards and secretaries of benefit 
societies, bean feasts, &c., to apply early for their 
anniversary dinners, as the dates are being rapidly filled 
up. The beautiful gardens elaborately re-decorated, 
the crystal platform, the largest in the world, elaborately 
beautiful statuary, forming a scene of fairy- 
land not be equalled in Europe. Wanted fifty pupils 
for thenew burlesque. 


Admission ls., including dancing in the ball-room. 
Stage-manager, Mr Mordaunt; acting-manager, Mr 
Hazlewood, jun. 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W, 
BESTOW. 

To be had, by order, in any ofthe Provincial Towns. 


All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 335a, Strand, W.C., (opposite Somerset House 





and brought out by MR DRYDEN, 7, Euston-road. 
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